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black and white keys on a piano, and the part is notated as if written 
for a keyboard-mallet instrument), unison performance of complex 
rhythms played by two or more players, and virtuosic solo writing . 
Release, which was composed. we are informed "during a ~er'1oo o~ 
personal loss," conveys an extreme range of emotions, clearly 
indicated in the labels affixed to various sections, such as 
"turbulent," "jarring," "raging," "numb" and "cathartic." It is a 
challenging new work that will test the mettle of mature college 
percussionists and certainly substantiate Hollinden's growing 
reputation as an effective and imaginative composer of music for 
percussion instruments. 
-John R. Raush 
Release was composed during a period of personal loss. The 
inspiration came first in the form of motives, followed rapidly by a 
rhythmic score and then orchestration for the ensemble. Embedded 
in the piece are both the darker and lighter aspects of loss and 
tragedy, a mingling of anger, fear, freedom, growth, etc., all of which 
should be emphasized in performance. 
- Dave Hollinden 
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